
 

 

 

PRESIDENTS – ALL 

ROUND LOOK 

With the pandemic 
isolation restriction 
slowly easing the 
Curator, Cathy Mann, 
has been busy preparing 
the first Museum areas for improvement and, thanks 
to the first installment of the SIA funding grant arriving 
this month, we are in a position to fund a few 
improvements for the Museum. Cathy has been busy 
sorting out contractors and schedules.  

Your FHSM management team has also been busy, 
including several press releases designed to raise the 
museums visibility and attract new members. The 
website has progressed with uploading of a new 
video and audio material and I encourage you to visit 
our website regularly to see what is new. We were 
also pleased to welcome some new members over 
the last 2 months, and I encourage you to get the 
word out and help us with our work to preserve and 
develop this unique museum. Anyone wanting to 
make donations might like to keep the Museum in 
mind. 

Michael White OAM, President FHSM. 

m.white@uq.edu.au 

AROUND THE TRAPS 

Correspondence 
received in 2 packets 
from the Naval 
Historical society. Press 
release article supplied 
to DVA and NSW and 
Qld RSL Magazines. An 
email sent by GC to his 
local member and various emails to and from UK 
submarine Museum webmaster. We have received 
the Naval Historical Society Magazine 50th 
anniversary edition 
 
The Web site was upgraded with some new security 
patches following recent developments with hacking 
occurences. Permission was granted by AWM for the 
linking of various videos featuring the Australian 
Oberon’s and these were uploaded. 5 audio interview 
tapes for the living history collection were also  

 
 
uploaded. Thank you to the participants and we hope 
to get more in the coming period. 

Thor Lund, Secretary FHSM 
 

TREASURERS 

REPORT– Our account 

balance as of 16th June 
is: $4291.13 an 
increase from our last 

balance of $896.04 in April 
 
This increase results from the first installment of a 
'grant' from Submarine Institute Australia (SIA) of 
$3000.00. 
Balance brought fwd.: $896.04 
New Membership:      $230.00 
New Donations:          $165.00 
SIA Grant:                   $3000.00 
Interest:                          $00.09 

Balance                       $4291.13 

Outgoings - There are no outgoings for the period. 

Graham Collins, Treasurer, weonawei@bigpond.com 

MEMBERSHIP 

UPDATE  

At the start of the 
period membership 
stood at 22. In the 
current period we have added 11 new members 
bringing our total membership to 33. This is a 50% 
increase in the last 2 months which is very heartening 
and see us well on our way to a target of 50 members 
by the end of the calendar year 2020. Notably, 4 of 
the new members are ladies which is pleasing to see, 
and we would like to welcome more ladies to our 
group. Approximately 60% of the members have 
elected to take the three-year option. 

Membership promotion in the period has been by 
personal contacts, email and phone and attempts at 
generating interest within social groups outside the 
submariner community. 

 

 

  

 
NEWSLETTER – June 2020 
Website – www.holbrooksubmarinemuseum.com.au 

Editor – Thor Lund, tlund@bigpond.net.au 

 Articles and stories always welcome 

mailto:m.white@uq.edu.au
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http://www.holbrooksubmarinemuseum.com.au/


 

 

 

The current Pandemic issues have made it hard to 
find new members due in part to the economic 
situation some are suffering from.  We are also still 
battling the "It's an OTWAY thing" which we have 
been putting to rest through the Newsletter and by 
speaking to people. I hope to address general 
meetings of NSW, ACT and VIC SAA branches with a 
presentation explaining FHSM in person once the 
current restrictions ease. 

Good news is that membership fees wont be going up 
and those of you who took up the ‘plank owners’ first 
year sign on, will have their membership rolled over 
come the August renewal period. However, if you 
would like to make a donation, we would be pleased 
to receive it. 

Gordon Mann, Membership Officer, FHSM 

CURATORS 

CORNER 

It would be great to 
be able to welcome 
visitors back to the 
museum albeit with 
some restrictions in 

respect of social distancing. We would love to have 
pre-booked groups, but most of 
our visitors are “random”, and 
many do not know of the 
submarine in the park until 
driving past it. Outside the 
Museum is looking very fresh, 
the newly painted walls and new 
planted gardens make even the 
storage container look good.  

I have started creating new spaces for the 
planned upgrades to the displays within the 
Museum. The Jim Redwood Room houses all 
Oberon information and will be the first room to 
be treated to new displays. Removal of the 15+ 
year old cabinet is Stage One in the plans to 
renovate. 

Thankyou Dulux for the paint for Otway. 
Volunteers needed soon to paint the old girl 

 

 

 

We look forward to seeing you back at 
the museum very soon, Cathy Mann, HSM Curator, 

cathy.mann@iinet.net.au 

INTERESTING ARTICLES SECTION 

Every month I hope to provide you with an article of 
interest in respect of submarines. Some may be in 
parts and others extractions from a major piece. If 
your interested in any of these in more detail I have 
included the reference for you to follow up. 

This months article - LIFE IN AN ‘H’ CLASS 

Torpedoman Bernard Crammer, H-31 circa 

1920s. - “You could say the old dear was 

unpredictable – like a dotty old aunt.  She would roll 
and buck and occasionally slam us bow first into the 
Dogger Bank.  The fact that all ‘H’ boats were lousy 
sea keepers only added to the discomfort.   

You had to be particularly careful while passing 
between light and heavy water densities.  I mean, it 
would not take much to swamp an ‘H’ boat.  We had 
one or two dirty hammocks infested with lice, but 
most preferred to sleep on tarpaulins spread over the 
lockers (about a foot wide) or drape ourselves over 
tables.  Unlike other British submarines, the Senior 
Rates (ERAs and LTOs together) monopolised the 
roomy tube space waited on by a messman.   

They slept on the fish.  As I later discovered, 
torpedoes can make reasonably comfortable beds.  
Nobody liked sleeping on the Control Room floor, as 
you were liable to be stood on by someone wearing 
seaboots or freeze to death because the conning 
tower hatch was open.  We Junior Rates did our 
cooking on a smelly old cooker heated by four 
elements.  Bear in mind we could never spare water 
for hand washing.   

Scrambled egg, cheese oosh, train smash and pot 
mess with babie’s heads were our staple diet.  They 
all looked alike on the plate.  If the sea didn’t make 
you sick, the oily greased up offerings produced on 
that box were guaranteed to have you hurling your 
guts out.  If we were really lucky, a passing trawler 
would take pity on us and offer some fish.   

As regards ablutions, there was a heads in the 
Control Room for the Officers and Senior Rates.  
Unfortunately, it leaked – another reason to avoid 
sleeping on the Control Room floor.  For the most part, 
we had to make do with a trumpet shaped fitting in 
the tube space discharging into the bilges.  There you 
sat in full view of everyone – until the boat rolled and  

 



 

 

 

 

you fell off.  Mind you, two weeks on patrol in an ‘H’ 
boat and you were beyond caring.”       

(Copied from: SILENT WARRIORS – Submarine 
Wrecks of the United Kingdom  Vol.2) 

Tanky’s Corner 

SURVIVING 
ISOLATION 

I am pleased to continue 
the article from last month by Peter Donzow. Peter 
was in the Navy from 1968 –1988, He paid off as a 
Petty Officer, Marine Technical Propulsion (Stoker). 
Peter has kindly allowed me to reprint his article. 
Neither of us are sure of its origins but it is very timely 

• Whilst asleep, have your wife shake a metal tray 
full of spanners back and forth beneath your bed. 

• Randomly take everything mechanical in the 
house to pieces then put it all back together. Make 
sure you have bits left over. 

• Never wash cups. 

• Wrap biscuits in groups of three and get excited 
when your wife gives you them. 

• Keep eggs for two months before eating them. 

• Install a noisy fan in your bed cupboard to blow 
alternatively hot then cold air in your face at night. 
Rig up a timer so that it stops occasionally. When 
this happens, leap out of bed and put on someone 
else’s clothes and shoes. 

• On Saturdays, have a random stranger give you a 
half-melted ice lolly. 

• When doing laundry, throw a cup of hydraulic oil in 
each wash. Ensure red socks are only washed 
with white clothes. 

• Every couple of days, stand in front of the fridge 
with headphones on (don’t plug them in). Shout 
“fridge manned”. Maintain this position for three 
hours. 

• When your wife has cooked breakfast, snatch a 
sausage from her plate when she isn’t looking and 
eat it in one mouthful without chewing. Deny it. 

• Pour a glass of water over someone. Before they 
can do anything, wrap them in Clingfilm, carry 
them to the bathroom, strip them naked.  

 

 

 

My First Boat 

From time to time I will include 
material provided by our readers on 

the experiences with their first boat. 
This edition, Graham ‘Jumper’ 
Collins recalls his first boat: 

 

Jumper 

Collins  

My first boat  

A short time 
after finishing 
Pt 1 & 2, I was posted to HMS/m Artemis, alongside 
Dolphin, my first Submarine, 'Ya Hoo', loved it, I am 
now on a boat. Some of you may know what it was 
like, 'A dink, & Pt 3'. Absolutely no standing. I Got to 
meet many of the crew. Only 'Dinks' in the crew were 
the XO Lt Summers and LS ?UW Russ Milroy. Found 
out recently that RO Spider Webb was also a crew 
member.  

A few days later, excited and enthusiast about being 
on a Submarine, I was walking aft, whistling, passed 
the wardroom. A loud call from the wardroom, from 
the XO, "AB Seaman Collins, come and see me." 
Thinking  the XO was going to welcome me onboard, 
I did an immediate about turn and presented at the 
wardroom door. 

"AB Collins. There are two people onboard a S/m 
who whistle, the Bosun and the Fool, YOU ARE NOT 
THE BOSUN" Slinking off further aft, shoulders 
drooped, I realised, walking passed the Wardroom 
might not be good. 

Never whistled on a boat again, lesson learned. 

Challenge – We would love to hear your stories so 
please feel free to forward them to me marked as ‘My 
First Boat’ 

tlund@bigpond.net.au 
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Tankys Store Quiz 

BOOK SALES 

For those of you interested in reading or just like to 
keep some submarine books around the house we 
will have some interesting things for you to 
purchase in coming month. These will include The 
Submariners Cookbook, A children’s art book and a 
revised Otway souvenir book. The museum will 
have others on sale at the Visitors Information 
Centre at the front of the museum. All profits from 
these sales go toward the museum development 
program. Keep an eye on the website: 

www.holbrooksubmarinemuseum.com.au 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Membership 

If you know of anyone who would like to join whilst we 
have low plank owners rates now is the time to get 
them to join and take advantage of the plank owners 
offer (see Membership Off. Report). They can either 
use the form below or go online to the FHSM section 
on the website and apply. However, if they are having 
difficult with either please contact either myself or 
Gordon Mann and we will help them fill out the 
information. 

 

 

 

 

June 2020 Quiz for FHSM 
Members 

‘What submarine was re christened 
at the bottom of the sea? 

Last months quiz was far too easy so Ive 
made this one a little harder. Clue: this 
happened in the Gareloch. 

Prize, download copy of the Submariners 
cookbook 

The Answer to Last months Quizz :                                         
The word ‘Grog’ comes from Admiral 
Vernons habit of wearing a Grogram coat. 
Sailors called him old grog, which was later 
transferred to the diluted rum ration which 
he introduced  

Congrats to last months winner: Mick 
Allinson   who was quick off the mark and I 
suspect his RN background gave him the 

edge. 

 
 

 

 
 

FRIENDS OF HOLBROOK SUBMARINE MUSEUM 

Membership Application 

 

Annual membership of the friends of Holbrook Submarine Museum is $10. 3years $25 

Renewals AUGUST each year 

OBJECTIVES OF THE ASSOCIATION - is to assist Holbrook Submarine Museum and its Curator(s) 

with funding and Assistance to ensure the artefacts and photographic records are maintained and displays developed. 

FHSM supports the strategic plan of the Museum and its interface with the Submarine Institute of Australia (SIA) 

national objective of a virtual national submarine museum  as well as the activities of the Submarine Association of 

Australia (SAA). 

AS A MEMBER -You will receive a regular email newsletter with updates on activities at the Museum and any 

special events and deals on submarine merchandise. You will also receive an adult pass to the museum. We look 

forward to welcoming you to Friends of Holbrook Submarine Museum. 

 

APPLICATION - Please accept my application for: 

 

1 year $10 or                         3 years $25 membership of FHSM. 

 
I agree to abide by the rules of the association and to support its purpose and objectives. Note: copies of the 

Association rules are available by email. 

Signed ………………………………………………. Date ………………………… 

 

Title …………   

Given Names………………………………………………………………………………. 

Surname……………………………………………………………………………………. 

Email address……………………………………………………………………………. 

Phone number(s)………………………………… Mob …………………………… 

Street and No ………………………………………………………………………….  

Suburb or Town …………………………………………………………………………. 

State ……………………………… Postcode …………………Country 

………………………………… 

http://www.holbrooksubmarinemuseum.com.au/

