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PRESIDENTS – One all 

round 

Firstly, let me say thanks to 

the Curator for her hard 

work and efforts over the 

recent difficult period in 

the region with bushfires. 

Holbrook became a relief centre and Cathy was at the 

front lines serving meals to the weary firefighters whilst 

keeping her day job and museum voluntary work going. 

Well done to Cathy and all the folk of Holbrook. 

Meanwhile my “attack Team’ has been busy singling out 

targets and knocking them over one by one. Its been a 

busy period for all my committee members and we are 

pleased to say we are progressing as planned. It was 

also pleasing to see new members joining us and look 

forward to their participation and contributions in the 

future. 

Michael White OAM, President FHSM. 

m.white@uq.edu.au 

 

CURATOR’S CORNER 

 

 

Museum Facelift  

The outside of the Museum has been undergoing a bit 

of a facelift over the last few months. The walls are now 

freshly painted in a deep blue and fresh signage has 

completed the upgrade. 

 

           
 

 

 

 

 

OTWAY Refresh  

 With Subcon 2020 being held in Holbrook on the 

October Long Weekend, we are scheduling a painting 

session for the casing, fin, masts and stern section to 

have HMAS Otway looking her best for the influx of 

submariners .Volunteers will be called for painting in late 

Winter/ Early Spring. All welcome, many hands make 

light work! 

AE2 Replica  

Plans are underway to relocate the AE2 Control Room 

section replica to be accessible from the Museum. It will 

become an integral part of the stories of AE1 and AE2 

within the Museum and has great potential to be used 

as a display area. 

A “Lotto” dream would 

be to fit the replica shell 

out with equipment, 

valves, gauges 

engineered to  

look authentic to the 

time period. This would 

greatly enhance the 

visitor’s understandings 

of Australia’s 

early submarines and allow me to tell the stories of AE1 

and AE2 in greater depth. 

Mosaic project 

Entries into the upgraded MOSAiC programme have 

been slowed down by various issues, including bushfires, 

air-conditioner failure and lack of time. Cathy Mann, 

HSM Curator  
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SECRETARY 

Around the Traps - 

Teams Formed 

FHSM has formed several 

teams which will help us 

(FHSM) to spread the workload. The decision was also 

made with respect to individual positions and 

capabilities for higher level development as well as 

access to potential major sponsors and supporters. The 

current teams within FHSM are as follows: 

1. Project Mosaic – Lead Cathy Mann, Support 

Thor Lund + expert panel 

 

2. Funded Projects – Lead Graham Collins, 

Support Cathy Mann, Thor Lund 

 

3. HSM Website – Lead Thor Lund, Support 

Graham Collins, Cathy Mann, Gordon Mann 

 

4. Merchandising – Lead Sandy Freeleagus, 

Support Gordon Mann, Thor Lund 

 

5. SME and Membership - Lead – Gordon Mann, 

Support Terry Rowell, Keith Hamilton 

 

6. Visibility – Lead Michael White, Support Peter 

Horobin, Terry Rowell 

 

7. Sharks of Steel, Men of Iron – Lead Thor Lund, 

 Support Cathy Mann, Ian Taber  

 

 

 

Reporting - Each team leader will provide a summarized 

report each month to the FHSM Exec Group on activity 

and milestones and these will be recorded in the 

minutes. 

Volunteers welcome - Members who are interested in 

working with one or more of these teams are welcome to 

contact myself and I will send you a brief on what each 

team is doing. 

 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP     

As with most new 

associations our 

current 

membership is small but growing. We are hoping with 

support from SIA and SAA that we will grow our 

membership over the next 12 months. 

Welcome to our newest members: 

• Greg Shimmen 

• Richard Coathup 

• Peter Bird 

• CMDR Geoffrey Rose 

• Mark Sander 

• John Rana 

• CMDR Rod Fayle 

• Patrick Beresford 

• John Whitehouse 

 

The Team App/ website has been running as a 

temporary facility whilst we are developing the 

permanent website. For those interested you can find 

the FHSM site as follows: https://www.teamapp.com 

search for FHSM. You can install this on your desktop or 

smartphone and keep up to date on whats happening. 

Gordon Mann, Membership Officer, 

gordon_mann@iinet.net.au 

 

TREASURERS REPORT 

We have established a 

banking facility and 

sorted out the bugs in 

the system. If your 

wanting to make 

donations and 

membership fees can be paid into. Bendigo Bank – BSB 

– 633-000. Account – 170008056.  

Please include your name on the deposit slip or online 

deposit so we can keep track and of course thank you 

for your contributions 

Graham Collins, Treasurer, weonawei@bigpond.com 

 

https://www.teamapp.com/
mailto:gordon_mann@iinet.net.au
mailto:weonawei@bigpond.com
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Submariners Heritage Trail – Teneriffe  
The New Farm waterfront was used as a US naval base 

for visiting submarines but until recently nothing in the 

area marked its historical significance. 

 
For Don Currell, past 

president of the 

Queensland branch of 

the Submarine 

Association of 

Australia, this had to 

change. Receiving 

grants from the federal government and Brisbane City 

Council as well as private fund-raising, Mr Currell has 

transformed the boardwalk into a heritage trail to 

commemorate submariners. 

 

The Submariners Walk Heritage Trail stretches along 

*300 metres of the boardwalk between Hastings and 

Beeston streets. The walk displays plaques that tell the 

stories of submarines of various nations that have 

defended and served Australia since 1914. 

 

For Don Currell it was important that the walk 

commemorate not only Australian submariners but 

those of all nations that have defended Australia. 

“We submariners have never received the recognition 

we deserve. We're different from the army and the navy 

and any missions we do are usually covert and we 

normally don't talk about what we do,” he said. 

 

Background 
The decision to establish United States Navy (USN) 

submarine bases and support facilities in Australia 

during World War II followed a series of victories by the 

Imperial Japanese forces that resulted in domination of 

South East Asia and much of the South-West Pacific. 

Consequently, the American Asiatic Fleet submarines 

were forced to evacuate their base at Cavite in the 

Philippines, and were successively ordered to withdraw 

to Bataan, Java, Hawaii and Australia. 

 

The ports of Fremantle, Western Australia, and Brisbane, 

Queensland, were selected by the USN as suitable ports 

to support a major submarine offensive, and facilities 

were quickly established at both to provide the 

necessary infrastructure. 

 

Brisbane proved highly suitable, with well-established 

port facilities and a dry dock capable of handling most 

US submarines then in service. It was also out of range 

of Japanese aircraft based in New Guinea. 

 

 

The first of eleven S Class submarines arrived at New 

Farm, on the 

Brisbane River, in 

company with the 

tender USS Griffin, 

on 15 April 1942 

under the command 

of Captain RW 

Christie, USN. By the 

end of the month 

four were on active 

war patrols. 

 

The S boats were soon involved in the Solomon Islands 

campaign, and one of them, S44 (Lieutenant 

Commander JR ‘Dinty’ Moore, USN), became the first US 

submarine to sink a major enemy warship when it 

torpedoed the Japanese cruiser Kako off Kavieng on 10 

August 1942. Moore was subsequently awarded the 

Navy Cross for this action. 

 
Several famous US submarines were based in Brisbane, 

including USS Wahoo (Lieutenant Commander DW 

‘Mush’ Morton, USN) and USS Growler (Commander HW 

Gilmore, USN). Gilmore was awarded a posthumous 

Medal of Honour in recognition of his self-sacrifice 

during Growler’s fourth wartime patrol, mounted from 

Brisbane on 1 January 1943. 

 

By the war’s end patrols under Brisbane’s submarine 

command resulted in the sinking of 117 enemy ships, 

totaling 515,000 tons. Vice Admiral Sir John Collins, KBE, 

CB, RAN acknowledged the contribution of the US 

submarine campaign to overall victory in the Pacific 

when he wrote ‘A big factor, at the time little known, was 

the US submarine campaign in the Pacific which 

practically annihilated the once flourishing Japanese 

merchant marine. 

Great credit is due to 

the American 

submariners for their 

success in a difficult 

task’. 
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Honour Roll Wall 

for Submariners on 

Eternal Patrol 

The Honour Roll 

Wall on the 

Submariners’ Walk 

Heritage Trail 

(SWHT) is located 

along the Brisbane 

River, Teneriffe, 

Queensland, and is a lasting legacy to our recently 

passed submariner loved ones and the dedication and 

service provided by the submarine community.  

The granite Honour Wall has bronze plaques of 

submariners of all nations that have ‘crossed the bar’. 

Any deceased qualified submariner can have a bronze 

plaque mounted on the wall upon approval of a formal 

application. 

A unique Memorial 

Berthed alongside the SWHT 

is a model submarine, which 

allows the ashes of the 

submariner to be scattered 

over a submarine. Members 

of the family of deceased 

submariners or other suitable 

people linked to the 

deceased may apply to the 

Sub Committee to add a plaque to the Wall. All 

applications will be vetted and if accepted, then a small 

fee is required to cover the cost for the plaque. 

 

More information 

If you would like to have additional information, 

including an application form, please contact: 

 

D. Currell OAM, Life Member SAA 

Mail:  U9 – 85 Picnic Point Esplanade 

MAROOCHYDORE QLD 4558 

 

Or emailing 

 

Email:  swhthonourwall@gmail.com  Mobile 

0437025462 
 

 

 

 

 

 

RN Memorial Competition UK 

The UK submarine Assoc. is 

running a competition to design a fitting monument to 

commemorate the sacrifice of all those who have died 

whilst in the submarine service and their families. It will 

be a place to visit for private and collective acts of 

remembrance and reflection, and they need your help to 

design it. 

The NMA 

The memorial will be at the National Memorial 

Arboretum which is the UK’s year-round centre of 

Remembrance; a spiritually uplifting place which 

honours the fallen, recognises service, suffering and 

sacrifice, and fosters pride in country. 

 

What have I got to do to enter? 

They need your idea for a new memorial at the National 

Memorial Arboretum. The memorial will be to all 

submariners who have given their lives in service and to 

their families.   

 

How do I it? 

This is entirely up to you. You could describe it in writing, 

draw a picture by hand or digitally, create an animation 

or a model or any combination of these methods. The 

winning idea will be used to inspire the professional 

designer chosen to create the memorial so your idea 

must convey enough detail about shape, size, and 

content for them to work from. Once you have your idea 

ready submit it either by post, taking care to provide 

your full contact details and date of birth, to: 

 

The Submariner Memorial Appeal, Ingleborough, 

Horning Road West, Hoveton, NR12 8QH 

 

Or fill in the online form where you can also attach 

files.   

 

https://www.submarinermemorial.uk/about/ 

 

Anything else I should know? 

Memorials can take the form of built memorials, works 

of art, natural landscape features or infrastructure 

projects. There are no hard and fast rules for the design 

or materials but there is an expectation that all 

memorials will be of high quality, creativity and longevity. 

The approved method of providing interpretation is to 

include it in the actual design of the memorial. Unless 

there are exceptional circumstances all engraving 

should be the normal combination of upper and lower 

case. In order to control the amount of hard landscape 

benches would not be approved.     

mailto:swhthonourwall@gmail.com
https://www.submarinermemorial.uk/about/
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COMPETITIONS AND EVENTS 
FHSM is working with Cathy (the Curator) on a series of competitions and challenges designed to create local and regional 

involvement and interest in the museum and its activities. Whilst nothing is final at this stage there are plans for a 

Children’s Colouring in competition at Easter and later a Steam Punk and art Challenge. More on all these in later updates. 

 
MERCHANDISING UPDATE 
 

ANZAC DAY SPECIAL BOOK SALE AT HOLBROOK -Heads up 

Holbrook Submarine Museum will be provided with a limited number of unique, signed copies of books written and 

illustrated by former OTWAY submariners. These books are very collectable and with limited numbers available they will 

sell quickly. 

The books have been donated for sale by the Friends of Holbrook Submarine Museum and funds raised will go to support 

the work of the museum and projects within the Museum. 

The book titles that are yet to be confirmed are: 

One Mans Navy –Terry Rowell’s Autobiographical book on his 40+ years of service 

The Submariners Cookbook – Thor Lund and Sandy Freeleagus. Includes recipes and diet advice and drawings of 

the finished??? meal  

The Submariners Road trip – Thor Lund and Terry Rowell – Comedy look at a typical extended run ashore by two old 

submariners 

The Submariners Cruise - Thor Lund and Terry Rowell – The follow-up to the Road Trip and more Submariner mayhem 

 

COMING LATER IN THE YEAR 

Australians and Submarines – Thor Lund and Sandy Freeleagus – a written and graphical look at the history and 

types of submarines that worked in Australia’s defence and were manned in many cases by Australians. The artwork and 

drawings of the individual boats is worth the effort alone. 

The Otway Book – Sandy and Thor are currently working on a series of volumes that will make up the book. One part 

will require the input of past OTWAY crews with particular interest in the deployments from the 1980’s through to her 

decommissioning. Anyone who is interested in contributing should contact Thor Lund by email tlund@bigpond.net.au. 

Museum Funding Misconceptions 

To clear up a couple of misconception, firstly, being an ex- submariner, member of SAA or SIA does not automatically 

entitle you to free entry to the Museum. The entry fees collected at the gate belong to the Shire who man the front of the 

Museum and there is no subsidy from the Café as some have suggested. The museum gets a small amount of money 

from the Shire each year to maintain the structures. The FHSM Membership fee are directly targeted to the museums 

development as are the merchandising sales. 

This is the only dedicated submarine museum in Australia. Its your heritage and obligation to see it survive and thrive. If 

you have any queries about FHSM’s objectives, please feel free to contact me. We welcome new members submariner or 

not and for those who join FHSM now their membership year(s) will not start until August 2020. You will also get a free 

one-off annual pass to the Museum as well as discounts on FHSM Merchandise etc. So if you have not yet joined, heres 

the membership application form. I look forward to welcoming you. 

Thor Lund, Hon Sec. FHSM 

 

mailto:tlund@bigpond.net.au
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
Annual membership of the friends of Holbrook Submarine Museum is $10. 3years $25 

Renewals AUGUST each year 

OBJECTIVES OF THE ASSOCIATION - is to assist Holbrook Submarine Museum and its Curator(s) with funding and 

Assistance to ensure the artefacts and photographic records are maintained and displays developed. FHSM supports the 

strategic plan of the Museum and its interface with the Submarine Institute of Australia (SIA) national objective of a 

virtual national submarine museum as well as the activities of the Submarine Association of Australia (SAA). 

AS A MEMBER -You will receive a regular email newsletter with updates on activities at the Museum and any special 

events and deals on submarine merchandise. You will also receive an adult pass to the museum. We look forward to 

welcoming you to Friends of Holbrook Submarine Museum. 

APPLICATION - Please accept my application for: 

 

1 year $10 or                         3 years $25 membership of FHSM. 

 

I agree to abide by the rules of the association and to support its purpose and objectives. Note: copies of the Association 

rules are available by email. 

Signed ………………………………………………. Date ………………… 

Title …………   

Given Names………………………………………………………………………………. 

Surname……………………………………………………………………………………. 

Email address……………………………………………………………………………. 

Phone number(s)………………………………… Mob …………………………… 

Street and No ………………………………………………………………………….  

Suburb or Town ………………………State ……………… Postcode ………………… 

Country ……………………… 

 

MAIL OR EMAIL YOUR APPLICATION TO: 

The Secretary, FHSM 

1/107 Bayview St, Runaway Bay, Qld, 4216 

Email, tlund@bigpond.net.au 

 
 

 

Send all monies to: FHSM 

Bendigo Bank – BSB – 633-000.  

Account No – 170008056.  

Be sure to put your name in the reference 

section 

 


